
 

10 common household cables and wires to recycle 

1⃣ USB Cables & Chargers – Old phone, tablet, and device chargers contain valuable 
copper wiring. 
2⃣ Headphones & Earbuds – Wired headphones have copper and sometimes aluminum 
inside. 
3⃣ Power Cords – Laptop chargers, extension cords, and appliance power cables can 
be stripped for metal. 
4⃣ Ethernet Cables (Cat5/Cat6) – Used for internet connections, these contain copper 
wires inside. 
5⃣ HDMI Cables – Commonly used for TVs and gaming consoles, these have copper, 
aluminum, and gold-plated connectors. 
6⃣ Coaxial Cables – Used for cable TV and internet, these contain copper or aluminum 
shielding. 
7⃣ Speaker Wires – Home theater or car audio wires often contain high-quality copper. 
8⃣ Phone Cords (Landline Wires) – If you still have old landline cables, they’re full of 
recyclable metal. 
9⃣ Christmas Lights – Broken holiday lights contain copper wiring that scrapyards will 
take. (Please keep lights in a separate box or pile) 
🔟 Appliance Wiring – Old cords from small kitchen appliances, lamps, and power 
strips can be recycled. 

♻ Pro Tip: Even if the plastic coating is damaged, scrapyards want these because of 
the valuable metals inside! They can strip off the plastic and get the metal out to be 
melted down and turned into something new. 

Thank you so much for your time and support! 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Happy Recycling!  

Jessica Alexanderson 
 
The President of Recycling is like Magic! 
Recyclingislikemagic.com/2millioncans 
425-440-1701 
Jess@ScrapUniversity.com 
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